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KiN(b RftUftSHEKHftRfl, THE WEALTHY RULER. OF 
PANTHflLm , IN KERflU ? „HED NO CHILDR.EN. 


AYYAPPAN 



H/5 SUBJECT3 WERE WORRIED. 


IF THERE15 NO HEIR 
TO THE THRONE, 
WHAT W1LL BEC0/V1E 
OF US WHEN OUR 
KIN6 DIE5? 


O THAT HE WERE 


YES.A SON 
AS PIOU5 AND 
6ENEROUS 


/Y/S me/TiOUS D/WflN, HOWEVER , 
me HftppY. i- 



AS LONØ AS THERE 
IS NO HEIR TO THE 
THRONE, WHEN 
rajashekhara 

DIE5 HJS 
K'JNØDOM WILL 
CERTAINLY 

































































































AL Pie ! WHO WILL 
RU LE THE KIN6DOM 
_ APTER ME ? ^ 


ONE Df\YfiS RftUfteHEKHftRfl AND N/3 
QUEEN SÅT TALK1N6 - 


LET US PRAV TO 
LORD 5HJVA 
POR a SON. 
fiN\ SURE HE 
WfLL 6LE&6 
U5 WITH 



YOU AR£ R(6HT,MY 
QUEEN. LET U5 
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mHiSHflsuRfl me Qutc& with his requpst. 


LET /V\V DEATH 
NOT BE CflUSED 
8V ANY MAN ON 
THIS EARTH. 


AND BRAHMA 
DfåAPPEARED. 
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THEN LET N 

U5 EVOKE. 
ONE WITH 
OUR 


THE DEVfiå HELD 


THJ5 A&URfl AAUST B£ 
DESTROYED. BECAU6E OF 
BRAHMA’S BOON.ONLYA 
WOMAN WOULD BE ABLE 
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BUT CHBNDKB DEVl VflNQUtBHED THEM iN NO TIME. 




HOWEVEFt, THE BRM V WfiS NO 
MfiTCH E/THER FOR CHflNDfKH 
DEVl. IT mS BOON 
ROUTED. 
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HER M/SS/OH FCCOMPUSHED, 
CHf/ND/Kft DEV! PSCENDED TO HEBVEN. 



WHEN MPHISHI, THE W/FE OF 
MPHISHPSURP > LEflRNT OF HER 
HUSBBND'S DEftTH- 


I SHALL TEACH 
THE DEVA6 
A LESSON. IT 
WA5 THEY 
WHO INVOKED 
THE DEVI. 



MftHlSHt UNDERTOOK /) DEEP PENFNCE 
TO PROP!T/PTE LORD BRFHMfl.HE 
PPPEHRED BEFORE HER. ? - 


THAT I SHOULD 
NOT MEET MY 
DEATH AT THE 
HÅNDS OF ElTHER 
VI&HNU OR SHIVA! 


BRftHMfl ORP/NTED HER THE 
BOON END VfiNISHED. 
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MAHiSHt 8E6AN 
TflUHTiNQ THE 
DEVAS. 


TO WHOM WJLL YOU TURIN NOW?\ 

shiva and vishnu are 
POWERLÉ55 
A6AIN&T ME. 




MY DEW0TEE5 - 
RAJA&HEKHARA 
AND HIS QUEEN . 
THEY LON© FOR 
v A CHILD. . 


f WJLL TAKE 
HIM THERJE \ 
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Ae bOON A5 THE INFANT WAS CR.EATED 


] WILL TIE THIS SOLD 
6EU_ AROUND H)a 
NECIC 8EF0RE I TOKE 
HIM TO EARTH. 
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WWT SHOULD 
I DO? SHOULD 
I TMfcJE HI/VTHOME 
OR SHOULDI 
\ LEAVE HI/VI 

HERE ? > 


DO NOT 
HESITATE, 

O KINO.TAKE 
HIM HOME. 


WHtLE HE DE8HT ED WtTH HIMEELF E 
BRPttlWfiN SUDD6NLY EPPEERED BEFORE 
HIM. 


BUT 
WHO 
15 HE? 




YOU WILL fCNOW 
WHEN HE 15 
TWELVE YE8R5 
OLD. 


THEN WHEN THE &RHHMEN WE5 
EBOUT TO LEEVE- 


WAlT i WHAT 
SHALL 
CALL HIM? 


CALL HIM /YWNIKANTHAN, 
AFTER THE OOLD 
BELLWMICN HAN05 
ROUND HIS NECfC. 




































HE 15 
60D’5 
OWFS 
61 FT. 


A OH ILD AT LA5T! 

HOW HAPPY 
v i m. , 


RhUA&HEKHARf) TOOfZ MANIKANTHAN 
HOME TO Mt5 OUEEN. 



THE ACOJRSED 
CHILD! IT 
HA5 UP5ET ALL 
MY PLANS. 




BUT RfMASHEKHARA’B DiWfiN D/DN’T 
TH/NfC 50. 



MAN!KANTHAN BOON6REW UP IN TO 
/) STPO/Vø YOUNø LAD. 


HE PLftCED UNDER THE OUIDANCE 
OF FN EXCELLENT BURU AND BOON 
MABTEREO ALL THERE WAS TO LE ARN. 
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3Y THE TIME MBNIKFlNTHftN’å STUDIES 
WERE OVER, THE GURU KNEW THftTHE ms 





THEN THE GURU BROU6HT H/S BUND 
BND MUTE SON BEFORE mN/KHNTHftN. 


m/\M KAN THAN, 
FLEASE RESTORE 
HI5 5I6HT AND 
5PEECH. 


THE SURU'S SON ShW U6HT. 



FATHER [ I HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN A NEW 
LIFE f 



OUR FUTURE i& 
A5SURED.HE WILL 
SUCCEED THE , 
^ JON©. A 


I HAVE NEVER 
SEEN SUCH A 
ØIFTED BOY. 


BETER THIS FIRST M/RBCLE MBN/RPNTHAN PERFORMED MfiNY 
MORE. THE NEWS SPREfiD. r- 7 -'cr 


1 \ W \ 1 —1 

j J THE DfWfiN, WHO OVERHEBRD THESE COMMENTS ... 


•THE TRAPITIONAL TRIBUTS GIVEN BV A Pt$CiPLE TO HIS TEACHER 






















































hND THEN THE UNFORESEEN HfiPPENED 
THE QUEEN QftVE B/R.TH TO /? SON. 


ALAS-! WHV WERE 
YOU NOT BORN 
EARLIER? MOW YOU 
WILL NEVER 
BECOME KIN6. A 
UNLESS... 
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WITH THAT, YOU R 
OWIN SON WILL 
LOSE ALL CHANCES 
OF EVER BECOMINS 




WILLYOU DO 
AS I TELL YOU ? 
FOR THE SAIC.E 
OF YOUR 
OWN SON ? 


[ WILL.FOR MY 
SON J WILL DO 
ANYTHINØ. 



THE DlWfiN THEN WENT TO THE 

couæt phy&icmN. 


DO AS I TELL 
YOU AND YOU 
WILL BE WELL 
REWARDECL 
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THE QUEEN HAS A 
SEV'ERE HEAPACHE. 
YOU WILL PRESCRIBE 
TIORESS’S MILK. AS 
THE ON LY REM E DY. 




THE 

ONLY REMEDY FOR 
k THIS AILMENT IS 
I, T|SRESS*S MILK. 


r WHAT IS THE 
QUICKEST 
REMEDY ? I CAN 
NOT BEAR TO 
SEE MY QUEEN 
. IN PAIN. 


THE QUEEN IS IN N 

ASONY. THE KINO 
HAS ASKED YOU TO 
EX AMINE HER IMMEPIATELY. 


JUST THEN A 
MESSENGER. 
CAME TO THE 
PHveiasN. 





ø 










nr TER. THE 

PHYSiCiflN 

HAD 

EXAMfNED 

THE 

QUEEN— 
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THE KIN& THOUQHT ABOUT IT FOR. ft WH/LE AND 
THEN SENT FOR HIS OlWftN. . 


5END PS MflNY MEN A5 P055I8LE 
I IN TO THE FORE&T IIN SEARCH OF 
Tf6RE&5’5 MJLfc.THE ONE WHO J 
v 6R1N05 IT SHALL 
_>i HAl/E HALF MV r-Tffe 

VK-iingdom. J m] v\ j 


WE S>AW A 
NUMSER OF 
TIGERS. BUT, 


AWYY MEN WENT BUT ALL &ETURNED - 
UNSUCCESSFUL. \ 


TløRESS’S MfLlC? 
BUT HOW ARE 
WE TO GET IT? 


THE *Z/N<5 WYS FHbHAST. 













































































































NO! YOU ARE 
TOO YOU NS 


FATHER,LET 
ME SO ON 
THIS 

ERRflNO! . 


THEN, EXEC TLY ES THE WiC<ED DWVEN 
H/ID EORESEEN — jr- 




ALU 
R1©HT, 
MY SON. 
SO IF YOU 
MUST. 
ØUT TAICE 


BUT MnNtKENTHnN 
PERStSTED END 
RfljEBHEKHER/i 
HED TO Y/ELD. 
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WHO IS THIS CREATURE 
WHO DÅRES TO TRESPASS 
On OUR FOREST ? I MUST 
t TELL MV Ml STRESS. 


Ae HE WANDERED DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO IT HE CAME TO THE DOM,A/N OP 
MAHtSM/, WHO UVED tN THAT EOREBT. r—7 -55-y---— 




MAHlSHf WENT 
UP TO 

MAN/RAN THAN 
AND. ATTACRED 
HIM. 


come,mahishi 

NN EARTHLY 
MISSION 
IS ABOUT 
TO BE ^5 
FULFILLED. > 
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THE DEVfiS WHO HflD RCCOMPRN/ED 
INDRE ELSO TURNED THEMSELVES 

(NTO T/6RESSES. { - 7 - 

l/VE WILL 


FOLLOW YOU 
THE 


ES MENiKENTHEN CONTtNUED H/S 
SEERCH EOR E TiQRESS* INDRE, K/NS 
OF THE DEVESf EPPEERED BEPORE H!N\. 


I SHALLTAKE THE^ 
FOR/VI OF fl TI6RE55 
AND CO/VIE WITH YOU 
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HELP! )/ RUN! 


/)5 MBNfKBNTHflN RODE /NTO THE C/TY ON H/B TERR/FY/NB MOUNT FOLLOWED 
&Y BN EQUfiLL V TERRtFY/NB RET/NUE - 



ONE OF THE C/T/ZENB RBN TO 
RFWJBBHEKHAR ft., 7 - 


MANIKANTHAN 

HAS 

RETURNED... 
WITH A 
HORDE OF 
TIØRESSES. 



THE KlNø, WHO RUBHED OUT TO 
5£E TH/B UNUBUBL B/&HT, WBB 
bTUNNEO. 


MAINIKAINTHAN 
IS TWEU/E 
TODAY. TODAY 
I W!LL KNOW 
WHO HE IS. 



















































































RAJASHEKHARA RAN FORWARD AND F£LL AT 
MAN/KANTHAN ’s FEET 


away, 

MANIKAINTHAN. 
NN PEOPLE ARE 
TERROR- 
STRICKEN . 



MftNi/CANTHAN 5MILED, AND THE 
THoRESEES VANl&HED. ^ - 


A5 600M A5 VOU 
LEFT, THE QUEEfN 
RECOVERED. 

I BECAME 



NN 5USPICION5 
WERE CONFIRMED 
WHEN I 
OVERHEARD 
A CONVER- 
SATION 
BETWEEIN 
HER AND 
NN DIWAN 
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I SMALL MUNI5M 
THEM FOR 
THIS. 


r SPARE 
THEM.THEY 
HASTEMED MY 
MISSIOM OF 
SLAYIN6 
. MAHISHI. 




LORD, A LAST REQUEST. 
SHOW /VIE THE PLAGE IN 
MY KINODOM WHERE 
I MAY BUILD A TEM RLE 
FOR YOU . 


AM PLEASED. 
BUILD IT 
WHERE THIS 
ARROW I SHOOT 
FALLS. 
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HOW WfLL 
I EVER 
flCHIEVE 
MY Tfl&K? 


»S> H£ 5TOOD THER.E , DAZED 
WONDERJNG WHERE TO 8£<biN— 


I 6HALL SEND 


AT LAST RAUASHEKhMRfi REftCHED THE 
TOP OF THE MOUNTA/N. 
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LORD ViSHNU DiVtNED THE 
taN&S ANXtETY. HE BENT 
FOR Pf)RF£,HURf>m. 


f 60 DOWN TO EflRTH 
AS A STOfSE-CARVER. 
AMD HELP RAJASHEKHARA 
\ IMSTALL THE JDOL. 








































WAR.ES BEFORE you tape 
UP THE C HALLE NGING , 
TPiBK . 


I HAVt HEARD OF YOuR PROBLEM.I MAY 

BE flBLE TO 

SHOW ME YOUR X HF I ,P. 


ftT THE 
MN&'e COURT 



THEY ARE FLAW- 
LESS,EACH ONE 
V OF THEM. 
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YOU ARE NO ORDlNARY SCULPTOR- .TELL 
ME THE TRUTH.WHO ARE YOU? 


I AM PARA5HURAMA. 
1 HAVE ALREADY 



PflRABHURAMfl flåSUMED 

tue owy form. 


TODAY, THE DAY OF 
MAKAR^ £>ANKRANTI t JS 
AU&PICIOUS. I E-HALL 1N5TALL 
THE IDOL 3TRAK5HTAWAY. 



THUQ tT WflQ THflT 
THE mflOE OFAYYAPPA, 
MflNIKANTHflN CflME 
TO BE POPULARLY 
KNOWN, Wfle OANCTIFIED . 
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MEFNWH/LE THE W/CKED DWftN WF3 
FFFL/CTED 8Y HN tNCUFLF&LE 
DiSEflSE. 


I HAVE SINNED. 
WILL I EVER. 

BE CLEANSED ? 





I HAVE CO/VIE TO WASH 
AWAY MY SIN 5 IN 
REMORSE ,HO(_Y 
^ MOTHER. SAVE ME .A 


THE D/WftN CmE OUT OF THE WflTEfL 

(bLOWiNø wtTH p/jry ---^ 

HEHLTH- I AM CLEANbED. 


THE HOLY MOTHER 
HAS 8EEN 

A/lFDriFt ir 


NO TIME. THE NEX.T M0RN/N6 H£ SET OUT FOR. THE PåMPfi. 


THE DIWflN msTED 


* RIVER. SF/D TO BE ENUVENED 8Y THE SF/R/T OF SHH&flRt, THE DEVOTEE OF 
LORD RFIMR, 







































































flVV APPft ! 
AYYAPPA! 




WHEN HE REftCHED THE 
SfiNCTUM e>ENCTORuM, 
OVERCOME By EMOTION HE 
FELL FT THE FEET OF THE IDOL, 


9WAMIYE 
SHflRflN AM 

ayyappa! 


f)ND TO THiE> DfiY/)E> P/L<5R.!ME> MHKE THE/R. WfiY TO THE TEMPLE OF AYYfiPPA, 
THEY CftLL OUT 'SWA/VUYE e>HP)Rf)NFM FtYYFPPHl 


THEN WfTHOUT PF)U£YN& FOR BREflTH HE RflN UP TO THE TEMPEE. 
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Ayyappan 

The Legend of Shabari Malai 

A strange and fascinating series of di vine events led to the birth of Manikanthan. 

Manikanthan had a glorious destiny. At the end of a life full of dramatic events, Lord Pareshurama himself 
sculpied and irstalled an idol of him in the hiil temple of Shabari. There, as Lord Ayyappan, he is worshipped 
as the presiding deity of the entire hiil range. 

This lone temple on the top of the Shabari hiils, deep in the forests of Kerala, attracts millions of devotees 
from all over the country every year. They travel through dense forests full of wild animals, over steep hilis 
and in inderne 1 « weather to obtain his 'darshan' [a glimpsel on Makara Sankranthi day Iwhich falis on 14th 
January each year). It is said that the Lord comes down to the Shabari Hilis on Makara Sankranti in the form 
of IL : to give 'darshan' to his innumerable devotees and himself lights the temple lamp. Then in a moving 
and beautiful ritual the pilgrims partake of the 'prasad' and waik backwards down the eighteen steps, their 
faces turned towards the Lord, shirting with devotion and ecstasy. 
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